Writing Assignment
Choose among the following list of criminal justice system reforms:
1. Return to community policing (in a real way; not just with a few programs)
2. Stop the use of solitary confinement; especially for juveniles
3. Reduce violence in prison by improving prison accountability and leadership
4. Support alternatives to arrest and incarceration programs
5. Support public defender offices and other organizations that fight for equality in the criminal justice system
6. Support the passage of laws that reduce overly harsh sentences
7. End the death penalty
8. Hold prosecutors and police officers accountable for deliberate misconduct
9. Require all states to provide compensation to the exonerated
10. Enact true bail reform
 
You are to choose one of the reforms mentioned above for your paper topic. Defend why you chose this particular reform. Why is this issue such an important problem in the criminal justice field? How would you suggest enacting the form? What would this reform look like? Are there programs or policies where this has been done?
 
General rules for the paper assignment
· Each paper is to be between 6-8 pages in length (excluding references and the cover page), double-spaced, 12-point type, Times New Roman or Arial font, one-inch margins on all sides, and left justified.
· Each paper needs a cover page with the title, your name, the course number and title, and semester and year of submission.
· All sources must be cited properly in text and in a reference list using American Psychological Association (APA) style guidelines.
· Spelling and grammar should be checked carefully.
· All of your paper should come from academic sources (academic journals, law reviews, scholarly books). Do not use your text as a source.
APA Style
[bookmark: _GoBack]The student is to use the American Psychological Association (APA) style for writing all papers. The student may obtain a copy of the Publication Manuel for the American Psychological Association, (5th edition) in the UHD Library or purchase a copy at your own expense. Another good and quick source is the following website: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/.


Second Part
Presentation
Students are to create a PowerPoint presentation based upon their paper. Using presenter notes. Grades will be based upon the quality of the slides and presentations:
1. Content: Importance of topic, relevance, accuracy of facts, and overall treatment of the topic
1. Organization/Clarity: Appropriate introduction, body, and conclusions; logical ordering of ideas; transitions between major points
1. Completeness: Level of detail, depth, appropriate length, adequate background information
1. Grammar/Mechanics: Correct grammar and usage that is appropriate for audience
1. Documentation: Proper support and sourcing for major ideas, inclusion of visual aids that support message

